7408 Lakeview Drive 
A Hamilton, N.Y. 13346 
August 25, 2001 
Dear Eric and Evelyn, 
We hope you got back to »t. Louis safely after our 


great Great Rivers trip. I1 finally got over my bronchitis, 


It lasted four weeks altogether. 


We went to Massachusetts for the wedding of our grand- 
son, and stayed afew days in Great Darrington. We did the 
enclosed research on August 15th. We went to the public 
library, the Mason Library, and the librarian, Feg Sullivan, 
was very helpful. She brought the right books, and she also 
helped with the copying of the maps. Hank helped me, looking 
through the books. I think we got what you wanted, if not 


let me know. This was fun and didn't take very long. 


Hank will start teaching his one dance class at Colgate 
on Labor Day (!) so vacation is almost over. We will have to 
wait ‘til next summer for another big trip. We will hope 
to see you again on one of these wonderful outings. 

Sincerely, 


She aon Deeds u. 


P.S. Iwanted to take a picture of Bung Hill, but it was 
covered with trees and didn't look like a bung. Without the 
trees, it was a group of straight-sided rocks, in a kind of 


big circle, touching each other. ee 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. & Mrs. Henry Von Mechow September 4, 2001 
7408 Lakeview Dr. 
Hamilton, NY 13346 


Dear Sallie & Hank: 

When we returned from the delightful Great Rivers experience we too had mild 
nasal infections but recovered after 2 weeks. 

We are most appreciative of your August 25, 2001 letter with your research, your 
picture, etc. We truly enjoyed getting to know you for a few fleeting moments. 

I had never heard of anything named after “bung” which really related to a barrel 
bung until I learned of Bung Hill. Usually the word was used for comic purposes 
referring to “anus”. I enclose one of my articles on the subject but please excuse the 
vulgarity, as Shakespeare was the goal of my numnismatic research on the expression 
“Bungtown halfpence”. 

The dictionary material from 1951 was why I was so interested in the subject. I 
wrote an article in 1976 on the subject and academia gave me the brush off until they 
conceded many years ago. 

If you think I should write the librarian who helped you I gladly will do so. 

My daughter is mow bicycling in southern France somewhat fancier than the 
Ukraine Barge we saw full of bicycles. 

We just read the current National Geographic about the courting dance of the 
Gooney birds on Midway Island so perhaps you ought to go there to broaden Hank’s 
knowledge of that phase of the performing arts. 

If you have any good trip ideas for us we would appreciate it. 

Thank you very much for your superb cooperation in gathering information for 
me. If and when I write this story you will be properly acknowledged. 


Evelyn joins me in sending you our best. 


Thrive, 


Enric P. Newman 
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Berkshire off the trail, 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
One of the more quaintly named 
geological appendages in South 
County is Bung Hill, a 25-foot- 
high wart on the face of the town’s 
otherwise quietly rambling land- 
scape. 

Major William King, an eccen- 
tric fellow who lived at the foot of 
the hill (at the junction of Routes 7 
and 23) gave it its name two cen- 
turies ago because of its 
resemblance to a keg bung, or 
stopper. 

In 1765, Major King sold Bung 
Hill and adjacent land to Connec- 
ticut goldsmith Gill Belcher, a 
gentleman who was to lend a great 
deal of notoriety to that section of 
town. 

Mr. Belcher quickly discovered a 
cave on Bung Hill and put it to 
novel use. The gash in the hill’s 
rocky northeastern face has a 
broad opening marked by a 
spearlike blade of stone overhang- 
ing. A low passage leads to a 
30-foot lean-to cavern which Mr. 
Belcher and his confederates are 
said to have utilized for 
-ounterfeiting activities. 

Details of Mr. Belcher’s 
endeavors are not abundant. Great 
3arrington’s historian Charles J. 
Taylor dismissed Belcher’s Cave as 
1 myth when his history was 
sublished in 1882. But upon in- 
vestigation, he wrote an article 
which was printed in The Berkshire 
Courier’s June 17, 1891, number 
n which he said that ‘‘Gill Belcher 
nade this cave his workshop and 
1iding place whilst engaged in the 
nanufacture of counterfeit coin; 
hat his retreat was betrayed by the 
moke of his fire issuing from the 
srevices of the rocks; that he was 
arrested and executed for his 
‘rimes. 

Mr. Taylor said that Mr. Belcher 
naintained a low profile in town, 
hough local records showed that 
1e was briefly a guest at the local 
ockup in August, 1772, the charge 
10t stated. Two months later, he 
ind three other men were arrested 
ind taken to Albany for prosecu- 
ion as counterfeiters. 

James Parrish, a member of the 
own’s Historical Commission, 
aid Mr. Belcher likely was making 
‘opper shillings, hot-dipping them 
n silver then stamping them bet- 
veen dies in his shop. The cave, he 
suspects, was used only to hide the 
lies. 

Mr. Taylor said, and Gill 
3elcher’s own confession bears it 
yut, that he was also making paper 
“York’’ money, which was passed 
n New York state. 

At any rate, Mr. Belcher and 11 
»ther men were tried and convicted 
yn counterfeiting charges in 


by bernard A. Drew 








The Counterfeiter 
Of Bung Hill 


December, 1772. Three of them were sentenced to 
hang: John Wall Lovely, Dr. Joseph Bill and Gill 


Belcher. 


Mr. Belcher petitioned the New York governor 
for pardon, saying in part, ‘‘I never past knowing- 
ly any Countifiet Money in my Life of any Sort. 
your Petitiener Humbley prays your Excellncy to 
take pety on a poor helpless Mortal who has no 
frends but a poor helples famaly of a wife and 
Nine Small Children the oldest not but twelve 
years old September last wich all nine of them 
hath nothing to Subsist upon but your poor Peti- 


tianers Labour and an aged Mother.’’ 
His plea failed. 


In his dying words, published in the Connec- 
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ticut Courant of 
April 13, 1773, 
Mr. Belcher 
confessed: ‘‘I 
was always of an 
unsocial, refrac- 
S7 BUNG Y (LL tory disposition 
i ..No gain af- 

forded me so 
. much _ pleasure 
, as that which I 

 .\;. > acquired by il- 
SS "SX licit means. 
* Coining and 
counterfeiting 
engrossed my attention, and those 
who first advised me to transgress, 
persuaded me to continue my ini- 
quitous practices...Lord pardon 
my sins, for I have many to answer 
{or 

On the day before the 
counterfeiters were to be hanged, 
they escaped their cells and bar- 
ricaded themselves in a room at the 
jail, threatening to explode a quan- 
tity of gun powder. The men were 
eventually overpowered and made 
their appointment with the 
gallows. 

Mr. Belcher’s deeds are com- 
memorated by Belcher Square to- 
day. Author Clay Perry pointed 
out years ago that Belcher Square 
is actually a small triangle and not 
square at all — but then, neither 
was Gill Belcher. 








Israel Bissell The Patriot 


HINSDALE — When the British soldiers and 
American colonists exchanged shots in Lexington 
and Concord, in April 1775, Israel Bissell was 23 
years old. A post rider regularly covering the Boston 
to New York circuit, he was called on to carry the 
news of war with Britain. 

He raced from Watertown to the Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia, outriding Paul Revere by 
a good 340 miles. Mr. Revere was captured by the 
redcoats just outside Concord and was sent home 
afoot. But while the silversmith got the glory, Mr. 
Bissell is all but forgotten today. 

Mr. Bissell shouted his call — ‘‘To arms! To 
arms! The war has begun’’ — from village to farm, 
stopping only long enough in his five-day ride to 
change horses and allow his message to be copied. 

Wearing a fur-trimmed cap, leather smock and 
long coat, he carried a pistol and a mail pouch ona 
strap over his shoulder. His first stop was 
Worcester, 39 miles out. At Pomfret, Conn., his call 
was heard by Israel Putnam as he plowed his field. 
Mr. Putnam immediately struck off for Boston. 

In Lebanon, Conn., Mr. Bissell told Gov. 
Jonathan Trumbull of the war. When he reached 
New Haven, he roused Capt. Benedict Arnold, who 
quickly organized his guard. A day later, Mr. Bissell 
rode down Wall Street in New York. 

Onward he rode, through Newark and Trenton, 
N.J., to Philadelphia, where at last he delivered his 


message to the members of the Continental Con- 
gress. The parchment is still preserved at In- 
dependence Hall: 


“‘Wednesday morning, near 10 of the clock, April 24th, Water- 
town. To all friends of American Liberty, be it known that this morn- 
ing before the break of day a brigade consisting of about 1000 or 1200 
men landed at Phip’s farm at Cambridge and marching to Lexington, 
where they found a company of our Colony militia in arms upon 
which they fired without any provocation and killed six men and 
wounded four others. By an express from Boston, we find that 
another brigade is now upon their march from Boston, supposed to be 
about 1000. The bearer, Israel Bissll, is charged to alarm the country 
quite to Connecticut and all persons are desired to furnish him with 
Sresh horses as they may be needed. I have already spoken with several 
who have seen the dead and wounded. Pray let the delegates from this 
colony to Connecticut see this. (signed) Palmer, once of the Commit- 
tee of Safety.”’ 


As Mr. Bissell rested from his hard ride, plans 
were made for revolution. 

The post rider, who was born in East Windsor, 
Conn., in 1752, served in Capt. Walcott’s company 
from that town in 1776. In 1784, after the war had 
ended, he married Lucy Handcock of Longmeadow. 
They eventually raised three children, and settled in 
Partridgefield (Hinsdale and Peru) in 1798.The 
Bissells had a farm near the junction of Pittsfield 
Road and Plunkett Lake Road in Hinsdale. He also 
owned land in Windsor. 

Mr. Bissell died Oct. 24, 1823, at the age of 71. He 
was buried in the Maple Street Cemetery. 
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